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justice center construction 
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Judge Michael Heavican, chief justice of the 
Nebraska Supreme Court, visited Seward 
County to tour the courthouse and the 
construction site for the new justice center. 
Pictured are, from left: (front row) Seward 
County Commissioner Diana Garske, 
Commissioner Gene Gausman, Heavican, 
Commissioner Mike Luebbe and 
Commissioner Whitney Fleischman; and 
(back row) Commissioner Roger Glawatz.  
Heavican said the state enjoys seeing 
counties build newer facilities. “I’m very 
pleased to see you have invested in this,” 
Heavican told county representatives. 

 
 

The chief justice of the Nebraska Supreme Court visited the Seward Courthouse and 
the building site for the Seward County Justice Center. Chief Justice Michael Heavican 
and State Court Administrator Corey Steel visited Seward County on Aug. 19, 2015. 
 
In the courthouse, County Court Clerk Magistrate Sheila Beins showed Heavican and 
Steel miniature models of what the new justice center and courthouses will look like. 
 
The chief justice was also accompanied by state, district and county representatives to 
see construction on the justice center. 
 
Heavican spoke to the crowd, consisting of Beins, the Seward County commissioners, 
Clerk of the District Court Jacquelyn Stewart, District Court Judge James Stecker, 
County Court Judge C. Jo Petersen and state and regional representatives. 



Heavican said county, district and state court systems are closely related. “We have, 
obviously, a very symbiotic relationship with counties,” Heavican said. 
 
He said that while many counties put money into the court system, the state also helps 
them pay for necessary services. 
 
“We think that’s a good thing because everyone’s got some skin in the game,” Heavican 
said.  However, Heavican said some counties are in a better position to invest in their 
courts than others. 
 
“We are always pleased that a county will invest in its court house and court system,”  
Heavican said. “I think it shows the county is doing well... Seward is a community that’s 
going to prosper.” 
 

Steel spoke about the advanced technologies newer courthouses can utilize, including a 
video link system, which allows prisoners who are long distances away from the 
courtroom to appear by webcam. He said this technology helps counties save money on 
transporting prisoners. 
 
“Those technologies are allowing us to grow and advance,” Steel said. 


